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5l^t Sast ilimjst of i(rt {gronst 
of 1880. 



Violent gales uf wind alrnoat aa fierce oh 
those of the Tay-Bridga Htorni, with oc- 
casional drenching; aliowers, terminated the 
week ; but the second lost day of NoTember 
dawned under more favourable auapioes, 
and before reaching Perth the morning sun 
had already tinted the rich fields and finely 
wooded slopes of Glancarsa and Kinfauna, 
and ht up the old grey rocks of KinnouU, aa 
the train swept through the highly favoured 
landfloapa. The lordly Palace of Soone, in 
the midst of its extensive parks and woods, 
with the noble river in front ; Murthly, with 
its now secluded walks and vigorous young 
trees; the romantic glimpse of Murthly Castle ; 
the unrivalled beautiaa of Bunkeld ; Pitlochry 
and its massive Hydropathic Ebtablishmont 
— were all passed in quick succession. How 
altered the latter place is since the distingu ished 
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Prinaipal Forbea resided in Df eart Cottage, 
and, imder the akilful advioe of his friend 
and phyaiciaa, Dr Irvine, reHtored bia 
energiea for the pursuit of new investiga- 
tions and new scientiSo diacoveriea ! Yet it 
seemed aa if but yesterday tbs kind and 
acoomplished philosopher aunned himaelf in. 
his garden or sheltered himself in his arbour. 
The multitude of new villas and houses 
that has sprunpf up in this quiet 
place is aatonishing. We then courae 
through the Poaa of Killiecrankie 
and post the old Oastle of Blair, with its 
magnificent background of woods and hilla, 
amongst whioh Ben-y-Gloe and Ben Vrackie 
tower conspicuously. Stretches of brown 
heather and grey rocks — rendering the 
scenery both barren and wild — become more 
frequent till Struan Station is reached. The 
latter is comfortably shrouded in fir woods, 
with clumps of birches here and there, 
amongst which are groups of the pretty little 
siakins or blackheaded thistle-finches. If 
we may also judge from the array of akeps, 
the adjacent moors and meadows produce 
ample stores of lioney. 

From Strnan to Kinliich-Rannoch, a dis- 
tance of about fifteen miles, the jour- 
ney is made in a comfortable "bus, as our 
kind friend had the foresighl to warn the 
postmaster, and thus secured us against the 
viciaaitudes of the weather — as it proved, a 
wise precaution. The conveyance is 
under the guardianship of the intelli- 
gent and obliging Donald, and faia 



Bteeils are both active and liaidj. Leaving 

Struan and its pretty new Free Clmrcli be- 
hind, the first maDBion to the left is that of 
Kindrochit, the propertj' of an able tnintster 
of the Church of Scotland. Tlio road, which 
at this part haa an elevation of about 600 
feet, is both romantic and lonely. It winds 
along the Houthem slope of a wild range of 
heathery hills, while flowing through the 
glen beneath is the Erichdie water, which 
the recent mill a have converted into a foaming 
torrent that seethes round its tiny isleta, 
blots out ford and boulders, and invadei 
the low ground in its ueinhbourhood. From 
the bed of the stream the fine grouse- 
moora of Auchleeks slope npward on both 
aides to a height of about 1500 feet 
above the sea-level, their sides being 
seamed with numerous silvery streamleti 
and cascades, ail raahing to the water 
beneath. Even the sheep-draina on the 
lower slopes wero fall to overflowing. 
The bracing though chilly western wind 
blew right in the teeth of the 'bus, and by- 
and-by the heavy clouds on ^ohiehallion 
broke into icy showers that compelled ua to 
take shelter in the interior of the convey- 
ance. Animal life — with the exception of 
the hardy Highland cattle and blackfaced 
sheep — was scanty. All but the rooka and a 
solitary heron near the stream beneath souf^ht 
the oover of the wooda and heather. The 
whole aspect of the country was pastoral and 
wild — a fit solitude (so much needed in this 
populous coontry) tor haroased nature. The 



liinekiliis alone reminded one of the busy 
Hcenea left behind. 

The road ntnds up hill and dovrn dale, past 
the finely aheltered manBion-houae ot Atioh- 
leeka — where it attains on elevation of 700 
feet — to Trinafour Inn, a sudden curve at 
each of these places being a caution to 
drivers, though at Trinafour the angle has 
lately been modified. The thaw following 
the late severe frost has tested the roads 
very much, and here and there the surface is 
cut into deep riita. The bridge at Trinafour 
is peculiar, having apparently been built in 
longitudinal halves. The view of the Erichdie 
as it bursts through the bridge and forms a 
boiling cataract over the dam ia very fine. 
No halt was made at the ina, hut our wiry 
steeds— in the face of wind and rain — toil 
up the steep slope above the Allt an 
Ruidh Fhluich, which, like the other 
streams, is in fnll flood. Instead of 800 
feat or thereabout, as at Trinafour, we have 
DOW reached an elevation of 1160 feet, and 
are in the midst of splendid grouse-moors. 
On both sides ot the road beyond Trinafour 
the grouse are comparatively tame, for, like 
other wild animals, they know when they 
are safe, and have not yet leamtid to fear 
carts and other conveyances. The telepraph- 
wires, however, at the side of the road are 
sometimes disastrous to them, and, like the 
wire-fences put down by a friend, stand in 
need of tufts of heather and white paint to 
warn the grouse and blackcock, which other- 
wise are occasionally stunned or de- 



capitated. Here and there a black- 
cock occupied a knoll, or an old 
cock-grouBe maishalled his brood and 
warilj' guarded their safety. All along 
the high ridge and down the western slope 
the grouse were dotted at intervalg, either 
BiDgly or in broods, and, thoughby no means 
shy, were adepts at hiding behind ridges, 
mole-heaps, and stones. A fine covej of 
partridges were also observed scampering 
down a slope. 

The Sret glimpse of the vale of the 
Tumroal — before reaching AuohtarBin — 
showed that the river had overflowed its 
banks, and converted the flat fields of Lassin- 
tnllich and Tempitr into a huge lake, the 
border of which laved the very margins of 
the toad towards Kinlooh-Bannoch, aud en- 
croached on the arable lands on the south. 
It seems that the failure of a con- 
tractor to excavate a rocky barrier 
has prevented an anticipated improvement in 
regard to floods. Lines of partly submerged 
birches and fences marked the surface of the 
temporary loch, which also was tossed into 
waves by the violence of the wind. Floating 
nreokage of various kinds and crowds of 
hungry rooka — which frequented the margin 
— completed the unusual piotnre. The main 
track of the river became more evident on 
approaching Eiuloch-Bannoch, as a surging, 
yet deep and rapid, torrent. The effect of 
this deluge on the meadow-land is doubtful, 
since the oontinuu-d nioiature might sub- 
aeqUGutly encourage the development of the 
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■aaila, which the sheep greedily eat, Eknd tliui 
favour the introduction of the young flukea 
into their bodieii, ajid oausa the dreaded 

We continued our descent, after deposit- 
ing the mEkil-hag for Dun Aliatair at Auch- 
tarsin, and, before reaahing the pretty cot- 
tage of Dt Crurar at Tom-Clah^ch, ne have 
lost 200 feet. A word of greeting- to oui 
worthy friend, and we again speed onward — 
past the picturesque Blope of Creag a Bhara, 
the steep aides of which form one of the moat 
striking features in the landscape — to the 
Post Office at Kinloch-Bannoch. Whilst the 
mail- bags are attended to we have time 
to view the viUage, and stroll on the 
bridge over the Tummel, as it breaks 
with a wide sweep from, the loch (very much 
as takes place on a larger scale in the case of 
the Tay at Kenmore), and scan the exten- 
sive and troubled sheet of water embayed by 
the wild hilla of Rannoch. In the centre of 
the village square is a handsome granite 
obelisk erected to a former schoolmaster 
(Dugald Buchanan), who was poet as well as 
teacher. Groups of fine healthy children 
have just esc^ed from school, and both they 
and the building are a credit to the School- 
Board. A handsome EpiscopaUan church 
(with vaults), the Free Cliurch and the inn 
on the north side o-f the bridge, and the 
quoad sacra chnrch on the southern side 
are its chief structures. The trees around 
the latter bear too evident traces of injury 
caused by sheep — a feotura not ua- 



Q the district While watching the 
weatem horizon from the bridge, and medi- 
tating on the brief stretch that lay between 
113 and the wild weatem waters that bathe 
Loch Linnhe and the Sound of UuU, and re- 
calling pleaaant TOjages round their rug^^ed 
shores in bjgone days, a warning note re- 
minds na that the 'bus ia waiting. It takes 
but a brief drive alon^ the excellent road and 
under the wooded slopes of Dun Ailein, with 
the shunting lodges of Inverhadden and 
Dalchosnie (where many good Scotch firs have 
been levelled by the gale of last December), 
post the fine shooting grounds of West Tern- 
par, to reach Lassintullich House — our desti- 
nation. 

Perched on a green knoll, about 780 feet 
above sea-lerel, with a moat romantic back- 
ground of wood and rock, close by St Peter's 
Well, and within sight of the ancient burying- 
ground of the former proprietors {now left to 
the guardianship of the magnificent old elma 
that rear their stately trunks on the rocky 
eminence on which it is sitnated), one is 
struck by the wild beauty and novelty of the 
scene. The view from the terrace is very 
fine. Beneath there intervenes but a field's 
breadtli between ua and the great sheet of 
water now stretching from Kinloch-Bonnooh 
to Dun Alistair, dotted here and there 
by the tops of the birchea and the lines 
of tenoea, and joined by many streams, while 
not a few deep inlets almost reach the road, 
which passes eastward and westward at our 
IB rooks, from the rookery in 
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the old Scotch fire a few hundred yards to our 
left, akim through the air, and are dottud all 
over the margin of the flood. On the 
opposite ahorea the bold Creag a Bhara to the 
left is strikingly clothed with numerous 
larches, of a soft fawn-colour, interspersed 
with the deep green of the Scotch fira. The 
ragged alopea of Bsinn a ChuaUaich (the high 
peake of which are hid in mist) ia front of us 
are streaked with many silvery linea from the 
torrents and oaacadea ; while here and there 
a atraight atone dyke giveaamore formal char- 
acter to the picture. In the foreground — 
stretching from Kinloch-Rannoch to Loch- 
gorry House — are many fields and meadows, 
and the eastern boundary la formed by the 
wooded eminences round Dun Aliatair and 
Orossmount, amongst which the river dis- 
appears. Isolated knolls of a picturesque 
kind occur here and there, and with their 
surroundings at once suggest a splendid field 
for the landscape gardener. The whole 
saeneia one to be remembered, even for its 
wild beauty and romantic solitude. 

The weather continued dull, and lowering 
clouds capped most of the ranges in sight, 
and shrouded the anowy aummit of Schiehal- 
lion ; while heavy showers fell at intervals, 
and augmented the already swollen streams. 
Shortly after three, however, the party, 
under the guidance of the excel- 
lent keeper, proceeded to the upper 
border of the fine birch wood that envelops 
the base of the hUL The spray of these 
hirohea presonted a uniform, soft, purplish- 
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brown hue — every twig pendant with glister- 
inf drops of water, Bo that the whole seamed 
a praoticsl illnstration of Wilson's lines : — 
"While o'er our heads the weepinf* bircb-tnie 

stresmed, 
Its bruioheB arching like B foQatain shower.'' 

These birches, moreover, were the faTOurite 
haunts of the beautiful black grouse that 
found both food and shelter in the little 
rayineH, the sides of which were covered with 
these trees, brushwood, coarse grass, ferns, 
and rushes. The fierce western wind had 
also sent both brown hares and rabbits to seek 
shelter amongst the brake of tlie lower 
wooded slopes, ho that in a short 
time fair bags were made both of 
these and black game. The colour of the 
brown hare (which differs both in length of 
ear and flavour from the lowland variatj) so 
olosely resembles the withered brake and 
grass that it is no wonder it finds the resort 
so congenial. Its instincts in this respect are 
developed very early. Thus the young leveret 
when alarmed will leave the green turf and 
squat on the brown soil, where it is almost 
invisible to the untrained eye even at a short 
distance. Tlie dexterity shown by some of 
the brown hares in rounding the elevations 
on the hillside, and escaping along the slight 
hollows, so as to avoid exposure, was most 
interesting. Yet this was no novelty to those 
best acquainted with their intelligenoo. They 
are not deflcient in powers of hearing and 
vision, but it is less generally known that 
few animals surpass them in acuteness of 
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■mell. Thus by the aid of its highly 
developed nasal organs a buck hare will, 
■eTeral hours after, follow a doe over field 
and moor for miles, scentiu^ with its nose on 
the ground like a bloodhound, and tracking 
every tuni, however devious, its predecessor 
has made. Those who have also seen the 
wild rabbit, with outstretched neck and 
cautious step, escaping from a network of 
environing traps, will not hesitate to bestow 
on it a share of its congener's intelligence. 

The black game, again, make good sport. 
They are generally found in the places above- 
mentioned in Bannoch and iu birch swamps, 
though they may oocasionsJly be seen in 
great numbers during a storm perched on 
various trees, or spread over the corn-fields. 
Tbe veather at present rendeied tham 
very wild, and it was rare to get within 
range. In early spring, on the con- 
trary, their demeanour is wholly altered, 
and groups of blackcock may be seen 
in the parks flgliting with each other 
for mastery with their beaks. A " winged" 
grey hen, which, like the others, bad been 
feeding on the bads of the birches, gave a 
great chase, and finally disappeared over a 
ridge, and hid in favourable cover. It wu 
■ubsBciuentiy secured. 

The stormy, dark weather had rendered all 
the game e^ioeedingly shy and wild, and one 
oould only catch a glimpse of a grey shadow 
as rabbit after rabbit slipped like lightning 
over ridge or bank into holes. Drenching 
showers of rain now and then relieved 
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the heavy clouds, and a brief iuterval, 
lesa murky, would occur, only to bo 
Bucceeded, however, by another enveloping 
mist and shower. Turning downward to the 
Ertubblae and meadows stretching towards the 
Tnmmel, or rather the huge lake, our bags 
were increased by a few partridges, aud then 
a start was made for the ducks, the clanijour 
of which could be heard in various parts. 
One of the moat interesting epiaodea occurred 
at dnak, near the margin of the lake. Our 
stalwart friend saw what appeared to be a 
duck sitting on a tuft of brushwood and grass 
surrounded by water. On flying it was 
knocked down by a heavy cartridge, and fell 
into the water, taking a good deal of 
running and wading to capture it. It 
proved to be a fine cock-grouse. The 
crop of this specimen was greatly distended, 
it was said, with corn from the stubbles ; 
but on slitting it open no less than 11 oz. by 
measurement and 2J oz. by weight of small 
fragments of heather-tips — mostly with 
flowers attached— occurred therein, and not 
a trace of any other food. The unfortunate 
bird, therefore, had sought the water-edge 
for other purposes. It is no wonder that the 
grouae eagerly frequent spots where small 
stones can be procured — wherewith to aid in 
the piecemeal trituration of so coarse a mass 
in the gizzard. They are often, therefore, 
to be met with in large numbers near the 
roads whicli pass through the moors— a fact 
occasionally taken advantage of by the 
keepers when in hasto to procure them. They 
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ride or drive along the roada, ond eaail^ shoot 
the UDBUspeating grouBS. 

Except that a slight sunset occasionally 
tinted the summits of tlie hills near Loch 
Rannooii, it was now almost dark, and wa 
retraced our steps homewatds— ^somewhat 
wet, it is true, hut thoroughly satisfied with 
the delightful novelty of the seeue and tha 
varied nature of the sport. As the night 
closed in, the storm gathered afresh, and 
whilst comfortably seatad {noting these scat- 
tered remarks) in the hospitable manaion tha 
rain and wind kept up an alternate war, en- 
hancin{> the feeling of perfect comfort and 
the sense of freedom with which our happy 
bachelor-adventure was surrounded. Yet in 
every respect— indoors— the practised fore- 
sight of OUT host made it perhaps too difficult 
to diseriroinate between the luxuries of the 
south and those forthcoming in the wilds of 
Bonnoch. Wind and rain stru^led for the 
mastery outside our shutters all night, but 
without curtailing in the least that repose 
which the fine mountain air, the sparkling 
water(far the latteriaremarkablefor its purity 
and aeration), and the healthful exercise had 
■eaured. 

We arose thoroughly refreshed, and 
eager for further exploration. Tet neverdid 
day break more unpropitiously. The strife 
of the elements showed no trace of exhaus- 
tion. Bain fell in torrents, every mountain 
peak was capped with miat, and the snow-lino 
on Schiehallion had moved far dowDwards 
and encroached on the Lassiutullicli Moor, 
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while a oold north-east wind sent the rain 
through the thickest tweeds. No trne sports- 
man, however, cares in the least for weather, 
havinR even from his Hohool-dnyH sincerely 
aympathiaed with the lively poet who sung — 
" Manet aub Jove frigido 
Venator, teneis coajugis immemor." 
So, shouldering our weapons (which in these 
days are less aSected in action by weather 
than their ptedecessoTH), we hegan the day 
hy what ia called " ferreting" rabbits. The 
keeper gently takes a ferret from his box, 
places it at the opening of a rabbit-burrow 
and retires behind the sportsmen, who stand 
at snitablo points so as to command the 
slopes. By-aDd-by the rabbits come out of 
the aperture or apertures and scamper off. 
They are permitted to run some distance (so 
as to avoid giving a wounded one an op- 
portunity of re-entering its hole and thus de- 
taining the ferret), aiid then the sportsmen 
shoot them. Our friend was somewhat 
doubtful about the " bolting" of the rabbits 
in such stormy weather ; but when no less 
than seven were killed at the first hole, all 
uncertainty oo this score was dispelled, and 
excellent bags were made in a short time. 
The ferret oomes out when the hole is empty, 
though occasionally it requires to be dug out. 
The latter resource, however, was not re- 
quired on the present occasion — a suocesa 
probably due to the akilfuJ handUng of the 

Now we enter on the grouse-moor proper, 
which slopes from an elevation of about 850 
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feet to 2000 feet and upwards, and he who 
haa not hitlmrto visited such a spot has 
no idea of the remarkable aight that 
stretchea around him in these solitudes. In 
the present case, perhaps, the moor was pecu- 
liarly romantic and beautiful even at this 
Beason, for instead of an nninteresting and 
monotonous alope upward, the whole area of 
Lassintullich forma a series of knotls, some of 
which indeed merit the name of small monn- 
tains, besides an endless series of minor 
eminences, numerous ravines, miniature 
valleys, streams, and occasional morasses, 
capped by the snowy height of Schiehallion, 
The number of lesser hillocks on this moor 
is said to be the cause of the abundance of 
cock-grouse. These birds are very partial to 
little elevations, on which they strut before 
the hens, going through a variety of gestures 
and blandishments somewhat after the manner 
of the AmeriDBU prairie-grouse. They squat 
on their breasts with outstretched nings, then 
leap and flutter perpendicularly into the air, 
alighting again and crouching as before. The 
aqueous state of the atmosphere had swollen 
every tiny streamlet, and converted those of 
larger size into roaring torrents, which, fed 
by innumerable minor branches, as 
in a gigantic venous system, rolled 
downward to the Tummel. Nothing 
could exceed the weird beanty of 
the scene. The dark hUlaide was reined all 
over with silvery lines that hare and there 
danced and gleamed over c&acade and stone, 
ir occasionally disappeared into the depths 
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of the raoontain. The broom and the gorae, 
Bti fEuniliar ia the lowLmds, beaten in the 
Btruggle for existence, had given vaj to vast 
Htretchea of the common heather or ling— £t 
emblem, to use the language of flowers, of 
Bolitnde, This sombre ve){etation was 
broken here and there bj patches of green 
award or by coarse grass, and bj tafts of the 
prettf Scutch and crosa-leaved heathft, while 
innumerable hchen-covered rocks and stones 
increased at once the ruggedness and variety 
of the picture. In the lower parta of the 
moor the treacherous bilberry abounds ; 
ail over the upper, deep-green areas of the 
red nhortlebeny, the cranberry, and the 
bearbeny afford a Uvely contrast to the ling. 
The moist and boggy parts, again, wore 
clothed with spongypatohes of thered and pale 
sphagnums (bog mosses), surrounded with 
tufts of cotton-grass and rushes that in the 
herce blasts seemed to mimic the sighing of 
the reeds and the fabled song of the Syrinx. 
Many of the quiet hollows were covered with 
a close carpet of moss — 
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«8jr net-work, too, is there ; 

As if by band of lady fair 
Tbe work had waveQ been." 

At some of the sheltered springs the icy 
leaves of the butterwort still showed their 
dehcate green. There is something — even 
on such a day — peculiarly exhilarating in the 
scene, and one ceases to wonder that in 
these exacting times wearied men, sick of 
the busy haunts of their fellows, pay great 
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■urns for the privilege of ooming under 
influences so healthful and varied. To those 
fond of viewing Nature for her own sake 
there were endless charnia ; the geological 
features of the hills and TsUeys, rocks and 
stones ; the peculiar character of the trees, 
ehrubs, and plants, from the hosts of pines, 
larches, alders, and birches of the valieys, to 
the sub- Alpine ^ni Alpine plants, and 
lichens, and mosses of the crags ; while the 
plenitude of wild animala, from the great 
Ted deer and the pair of golden eagles on the 
wilds of West Tempar, down to the earth' 
worms and snails on the lower elopes and 
meadows. 

So impressed were we with the scene that 
the " gock-gock" of the cock-grouae as he 
flew off with his brood for a time was un- 
heeded, but ere we had reached the foot of 
the bold and picturesque elevatioa called An 
FharmaO ovr friend awakened us to a sense 
of duty by directing us how to proceed in 
clambering up its western slope, while he 
went round the eastern. The grouse, which 
had not gone into packs, were everywhere 
abundant, but so extremely wUd in the wet 
and wind that they would hardly "lie" 
within range. Indeed, irrespective of weather, 
one would hardly be surprised at this, seeing 
what tliey had suffered during the autumnal 
months, and how they had beeft interrupted 
aiuce by the shepherds and their dogs. 
Their dark brown bodies were seen whiz- 
King oB' like rockets (very often 
down wind) sometimes more than a hundred 
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yards ahead. A few, however, were secured 
before luncheon, besideH a mountain hare. 
It was t« UB a strange sight to see for the 
first time the latter Hcampering round a 
crest of the hill amongst a few startled 
sheep, and as all were partially hidden bj a 
ridge of rooks above them, and not being 
directly iu the line of Tision, the white hare 
was at first overlooked. As soon, however, as 
it distanced the sheep, its true nature was 
Glear,1]aiid on running round a ridge it fell 
dead in a hoUow on the western slope. 

After luncheon the weather became even 
more uninviting— snow and sleet alternated 
with the rain, and a, biting north-eaat wind 
drove the heavy showers down with a long 
slant. One party with the keeper started 
halt-an-hour before tile other, in order to 
get into position (near the upper slope of 
Sohiehallion) tor the mountain hares. On 
our way upward, tempted by the number 
of grouse, which, however, generally got up 
at very long ranges, and the white hares, 
many deviations — often unsuccessful — were 
made from the track, so that when we reached 
the snow-line we were by no means fresh. 
Every now and then dense mist-clouds en- 
veloped UB in addition to the showers of sleet 
and snow. The report of the gun foUowing 
with the gillies warned us to make up the 
lull to onr post with all speed. Our course 
now lay upward by the bed of a mountain 
stream, and wsa not difficult till we reached 
the eastern slope of Stuc an t-Salainn. The 
snow lay all around, and formed a soft coat- 



ing on the heather, bo tbftt on the ateep 
slopes of this hill the foot slipped at ereif 
step, and it was now and then im- 
poBsible to avoid a fall. Winding upwards 
between the eminence jiiat mentioned and 
Oreag an Geur, and then tailing up the 
western slope of Tom na Fuino, wa came to 
a good stone dyke of conaiderable height, 
in which (to judge from the sound) a hill- 
etream dashed downward. This proved 
an excellent shelter from the biting north- 
east wind and sleet, and enabled 113 to move 
OUT soaking and somewhat boaumbed limbs 
more comfortably upward to the station 
above the snowy Cnoo-na h-Iolaire. Stray 
mountain hares now came in sitfht on the 
crags above us, and as we approached a steep 
slope below the Peak of SchiehalUon the 
practiaed eya of the keeper pointed out ft 
ptarmigan sitting on the snow. To the un- 
trained vision all that could be detected whs 
the rounded outline of the under surface of 
the bird as it rested on the snow, 
and such, perhaps, was more easily 
seen as the plumage had a different shade of 
white from the newly fallen snow. When on 
the wing its note was quite diSerent from 
that of the grouse, less harsh, and somewhat 
like a high-pitched croak. This bird had 
descended with its fellows (to judge from 
the answering cries) from its stony fast- 
nesses on the Meall nan Tsrmachan, a wild 
ridge about 3IS0 feet high, near the top of 
Scbiehallion, where they specially abound. 
Though knocked down after a few yardi" 
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flight (which is softer thtiD that of the 
grouse), it ultimately escaped, owing to its 
colour and the haste to get into position for 
the mountain harefi. It was astonishing to 
■ee how readily it was overlooked in the sur- 
rounding snow, especially when considerable 
attention had to bo boatowed on one's foot- 
steps. The ptarmigan of Schiehallion 
is said to feed on lichens in addition to the 
Alpine plants. A small flock of whitish birds, 
probabljr enowflakea, flew over our heads at 
this time uttering curious cries. 

When in motion the white bares are readily 
Hen, but when sitting they are not so easily 
detected at first sight on the irregular surface 
of the snow. A little practice, however, and 
the mottled greyish heads and ears soon ren- 
dered ua familiar with their approach. Many 
carry a heavy charge of shot ; indeed, we are 
inoUned to place them next the rabbits in this 
respect. On the lowor ground, again, though 
at this season making a glaring contrast with 
the dark purplish heather, they seem to select 
their hiding places very cunningly, generally 
near a convenient rid^ or knoll, over which 
they disappear with great rapidity. They are 
also adepts at taking advantage of every 
inequahty of the ground, especially when 
they have been frequently disturbed. After 
making good bags of mountain hares our 
leader and the gUliea— having climbed up 
the slope of Tom Bheithe, so as to drive 
the game to us— appeared on the crest of 
Onoc-na h-Iolaire, and we all descended the 
■teepa of the latter daring a temporuy lull 
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of the storm. Tlie deacent was almost m 
tTjing aa the ascent, for the soft snow ren- 
dered evetf step insecure, especiallj on the 
aloping rocks and heather. Here a^ad there 
tufts of the common and the fir club-mosses 
appeared through gaps in the snow, and, with 
the heather, summed up the visible vegeta- 
tion. Oa the lower parts a mountain hare or 
two and a few grouse wore procured in re- 
turning, though dense clouds occasionally 
enveloped us in darknesH, and rendered it 
difficult to see the birds, even when within, 
nuige. 

On reaching home at dusk the margin of 
the lake was searched for ducka — nnsuaoesa- 
ftdly, and then, not without feelings of 6X- 
hBustion, we concluded the exhilarating day, 
which— in epite of the extraordinary Toug:fa- 
nesa of the weather — was all that a sportsman 
oould desire. 

It need hardly be said that after such exer- 
oise sleep was both sound and refreshing. 
The following day the journey southward was 
made to Abarfeldy by the Tii mm el-Bridge 
road. This winds from Lassintullich through 
wild grouse-raoora, and praaentH every now 
and then a new and picturesque view of 
SchiehallioD, the frowning crest of which 
(already somewhat clearer) is conspicuous 
amongst ita fellowa. As we approached the 
fine old ruin of Garth Castle the views of 
the deep ravine of the Tummel and the 
neighbouring waterfall were most romantic. 
The sight of the extensive forests of Tay- 
mouth (on Drummond Hill) recalled the 



eariona fact that in yeara long gone by we 
had watched the stags wallowing up to tlie 
neck is soft mud as we gathered plaata on 
the slopes. The foregoing, with the rich 
arable lands and wooded crags near Farley er, 
and the various and splendid old trees 
of Caatla Menziea (a very paradise for the 
Scottish Arboricultural Society), formed the 
chief features of a drive, which, for its 
natural beauty, would alone have lepaid the 
trip northward. All that need be said of 
our journey southward is that on again 
reaching the level fields and softened slopes 
of the Carae, never was farewell said with a 
deeper sense of the kind courtesy of him who 
throughout had made the trip bo full of in- 
fonuationand enjoyment. L. A. S. 
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